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  Sept 14th     The Newsletter of the Rotary Club of San Francisco West      2005

Welcome Today’s Speaker

KYOKO WATANABE
Kyoko Watanabe, Rotary ambassadorial scholar from Japan. Born in Kawasaki, she spent parts of her childhood in Korea and China, attending kindergarten in Po-Han, Korea, and middle school in Guangzhou, China. She completed her undergratuate work at Waseda University in Japan, where she also received her MA in English literature in 2002. Then she worked for a year as a part-time English teacher at a private English institute in Japan. In the summer of 2003, she came to San Francisco and enrolled at TESOL (Teachers of English for Speakers of Other Languages) program at San Francisco State University.


[image: image1.jpg]



The next membership mixer is October 19th
Please start to organize your invitee list.

Letters to follow next week, (probably).

A MESSAGE FROM OUR DISTRICT GOVERNOR ABOUT “KATRINA”
Thank you for the many inquiries to help and to send money for the victims of Katrina.  I know that many have already started fundraising and many wish to be actively involved in specific projects.  I will attempt to list a number of ways to donate money and participate in specific projects.

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL - RI Foundation has set up a "Katrina Relief Fund" – a Donor Advised Fund (DAF). All checks should be made payable to Rotary International - DAF - indicate in the memo area the Katrina Relief Fund. Please see the district web page, www.Rotary5150.org or the RI web page

www.Rotary.org for further information.

RAISING DOLLARS FOR FUTURE USE - Many clubs have already raised thousands of dollars for the Katrina Relief effort, but wish to hold the funds until they can be used for specific projects.  We are investigating different projects and will try and co-ordinate with the clubs and or districts in the stricken

areas.  This may take weeks or months but will keep you advised.

PROJECTS

AMERICAN RED CROSS - I have been in contact with the Bay Area Headquarters in Oakland.  They need immediate help with the following:

      -Phones

      -Inputting information on computers

      -To deploy people who want to help to the stricken areas

      -To train people (Programs are being conducted 7 days a week)

The Red Cross is co-coordinating care and housing for hundreds of displaced families.  They are working with the cities of San Francisco and San Jose. Update as of 09.08.05, the Red Cross has put on hold the housing of hundreds of displaced families.  Many of the families wish to stay closer to home.

We will update as we learn more.

For those interested in any of the above projects, please call your local Red Cross Chapter.  All calls are being forwarded to the Bay Area Headquarters in Oakland.  The phones have been very busy so you may have to call a number of times to talk to a person.

SALVATION ARMY - I have tried calling numerous times but have been advised that they need monetary donations and they are working on some projects but are not ready to implement to date.

ROTARIAN PROJECTS - A number of Rotarians from the district have indicated a desire to be involved with specific projects.  I will list them below:

      1.  Greg Kuhl (gregk@bayareaoffices.com) Interact District Chairman. Greg is interested in helping high school exchange students displaced by Katrina.

      2.  Irene Merrill - Salinas NE Club - Irene mentioned the Shelter Box Project which originally started in England and is now getting involved in the states affected by Katrina.  Please go to www.shelterboxusa.org to find out more.

      3.  David Bennett (dbmollie@yahoo.com) has an idea about adopting a family through the mail.  A pen pal type of relationship where Rotarians could work one on one with a family.

      4.  Patti Hurst (pattih64@comcast.net).  Patti's son's fiancé's family lost everything - homes, business, etc.  Five families from age 6 months to over 80 years old.  Patti has been collecting clothes, personal items and mailing them.  She also is collecting gift cards (Target and other major stores) and checks to send to the families.

I will update you as new information is obtained.  THANK YOU TO ALL THE CLUBS IN 5150 WHO HELP MAKE 5150 SUCH A GREAT DISTRICT!

NEXT WEEK’S SPEAKER
DAMIEN RAFFA
Damien Raffa, natural resource specialist, Presidio Trust. Topic: Nature in the City: The Presidio's Role in Conserving San Francisco's Natural History. How many native species have you seen recently in the city? Though not always obvious, San Francisco is home to remarkable biodiversity. From the California Quail to endangered wildflowers, local conservation efforts are underway to protect this legacy for future generations. Mr. Raffa has been a natural resources specialist for six years with the Presidio Trust. His work focuses on conservation of and education about the living natural heritage within the park. He creates the Presidio Naturalist Almanac and manages the Presidio Trust's habitat restoration projects, and is in charge of volunteer opportunities.
